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Morgan Church of the Nazarene 

Annual Report 

Rev. Kent Davenport 

May 3, 2020 

 

Philippians 1:3-11 

I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always 

pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 

now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, 

whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s 

grace with me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 
9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth 

of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and 

blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 

Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 

 

 I read this to you on Dec 1, 2019. My first Sunday as your pastor. I wanted to read this 

scripture to you again today, as today I bring you my first report as your pastor. Today is the first 

Sunday of the new church year, and by the Manual of the Church of the Nazarene, the pastor is 

to report to the congregation on an annual basis.  And so, today I am reporting on this past 

church year, having been serving as pastor for the past 5 months. 

 I do not want this to be a business report, nor do I want it to sound like an acceptance 

speech for some award. I do believe it is appropriate to include this in the context of worship as 

we, as a church, take time to look back on what has happened in the past year, celebrate God’s 

goodness and his guidance, and practice the discipline of thanksgiving. It is also good for us, as a 

church, to consider where we are today, how God is at work even now, and to look ahead to what 

is to come. 

 We approach this report with the same lens as my first Sunday, the words of Paul from 

Philippians chapter 1. 

 

Partnership in the Gospel 

 First, I want to thank all of you for your partnership in the gospel. I thank you for your 

faithful obedience to the Lord during a year that has been difficult in the life of the church. 

Pastoral transitions are always difficult and painful, but you have remained faithful. And thank you 

for your faithfulness in calling me as your pastor. I was not your only option, nor were you my only 

option as several District Superintendents had been in contact with me about churches – but 

together we discerned the Lord’s will, and here we are. It is truly a privilege to be your pastor. 

 The church board has served faithfully this year through transition as well as 

unprecedented times in dealing with this pandemic. Last year’s board members included Connor 

Fajardo, Jim Goss, Vivian Howell, Mike Lapp, Lisa Northrup, and Don Snider. Our Departmental 

heads also served on the Church board, Kali Christensen as SDMI President, Lindsey Berry as 
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NYI President, and Rachel Gunn as NMI President before she moved. Thank you for your service 

to the Lord and to the church this past year. 

 The staff has worked tirelessly this year as well, serving the church faithfully. AnnaMarie 

Walraven, as administrative assistant, worked especially hard through transition with an interim 

pastor as well as being a great resource for me. Stacey Fajardo has served as Children’s 

director, effectively ministering to and with our children through Caravan and Children’s church, 

as well as outreach events and children’s quizzing. Jake Fajardo has faithfully organized and led 

the music on Sundays. And Cynthia Lapp has selflessly served as volunteer youth ministry 

director and has been named as “staff” for this next year.  

 Thank you also to Brent Gunn who served as janitor as well as all around handy man for 

most of the fiscal year. And thank you to Shawn Schrum who, with the help of BobbySue, has 

stepped in and volunteered his time and energy to clean the church. Thank you to the board and 

staff for your partnership in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 But nothing would be accomplished if not for everyone doing their part. Thank you all of 

you who have participated, engaged, and volunteered in this past year. Sunday school teachers, 

caravan guides, youth volunteers, counters, ushers, greeters, praise team members, musicians, 

sound and tech volunteers, facility caretakers, project helpers and doers, worshippers and faithful 

givers – you too have partnered in the work of the Gospel, and I thank you for your partnership. 

 We had an active children’s ministry this past year. VBS was a whole church effort with 

over 40 volunteers. Caravan reached over 60 children throughout the year. We had the Family 

Cookout, Fall Fun Fest, and Pinewood Derby, giving us opportunity to connect with hundreds of 

people, both children and their families. I am consistently impressed by the sheer number of 

people in our church who are willing and eager to minister to children and their families. 

 Youth ministry has also had a good year. We sent 14 students to camp, 6 to Nazarene 

Youth Conference, and 16 to Power Surge. Thank you to all of you who helped sponsor students 

and participated in their fundraisers, as well as those of you who went with them on these trips. 

Our youth leaders meet with the students weekly, year around, to minister to students and 

disciple them. 

 Thank you for your partnership in Missions, as we faithfully gave to the world evangelism 

fund through alabaster and faith promise, supporting missionaries around the world. 

 Thank you for your partnership in local Compassionate Ministries. We were able to help 

many in the community as needs arose, as well as a few in our own congregation. BobbySue 

Schrum has stepped in to lead our local compassionate ministries. We were also able to bless 

those in need in December with our annual Caring and Sharing event. 

 This year we had the privilege of granting Connor Fajardo a local minister’s license, and 

we continue to journey with him as he obediently responds to God’s call on his life. 

 This past year our tithes and offerings totaled $179,674.22.  Our average Sunday morning 

worship attendance was 89. Average SS attendance 51. We took in 10 new members this year, 2 

of them transfers. 

 As Pastor I have preached weekly since arriving. I have made an effort to get to know you 

all as well as gain a cultural context for this church and for this community. I continuously pray for 

you and for the church.  

 Thank you for your faithfulness to God and to one another. Thank you for your partnership 

in the gospel. 
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God is Faithful 

 God is faithful, he is not done here yet. God is still at work! We agree with Paul, we are 

confident of this, that he who began a good work in us is faithful to carry it on until completion. 

 Even in these difficult days, God is still at work. As a church we are figuring out how to be 

the church when we can’t gather as the church. And we are learning the reality of the 

incarnational gospel, the embodied gospel. The good news about Jesus, this life as Kingdom 

citizens is not all theology or theory, but must be lived out, it must be embodied. We realize the 

body of Christ must be together… and yet during this time when we aren’t together, we learn to 

trust God more. We learn that we can still be faithful even when we can’t gather. We learn to put 

our hope in the Lord, not in governing authorities, not in the institutional church, not in our jobs or 

our finances, but in the Lord. 

 It reminds me of when Israel was wandering around in the desert, not knowing from day to 

day whether they would pick up camp and set out or whether they would stay, but each and every 

day they looked to see if the cloud had lifted. If God was leading, then they would go. If God’s 

presence stayed, they would stay. They didn’t know the plan, or what tomorrow held, but they 

trusted God in the wilderness. (granted, they also failed to trust God multiple times, but let us not 

follow their example in their doubts, but rather, in their faith.) 

 God is not done here, there is more work to do in this church and in this community! My 

prayer for us is the same as Paul’s for the Philippians. May the love of Christ be in us, his church. 

May his love abound in us every time we gather. That we may be pure and blameless, becoming 

more and more like Jesus. That our lives would bear the fruits of righteousness and holiness. And 

all of this to the glory and praise of God. 

 I am excited to see what God is going to do here in me and in you, in all of us together as 

partners in the gospel. As partners in the Kingdom. As partners here at Morgan Church of the 

Nazarene. 

 

Our Mission: 

 The mission statement for the International Church of the Nazarene is “to make Christlike 

disciples in the nations.” That is our mission as well, as a church of the Nazarene. To make 

Christlike disciples in the nations.  

 I read this and see three significant parts. First, I see a reminder that we are part of 

something bigger than Morgan Church of the Nazarene. We are a global church. Second, I see a 

call to “make disciples,” that is, evangelism. Our mission is to share the good news of the gospel 

of Jesus. And third, that as a church, we make Christlike disciples, and this implies that we 

become Christlike disciples. What does it mean to be a Christlike disciple? If we are to be a 

church that makes Christlike disciples, we ought to be able to answer that question.  

 What does a Christlike disciple look like? As a church, we are going to work on answering 

this question. And we are going to work, individually and corporately, on becoming Christlike 

disciples. Granted, it is the work of God in us that transforms us into the image of Christ, it is not 

something we accomplish, but yet, it is a constant journey of submission and obedience on our 

part. So how do we get there?  

 In the same way that a compass is used to navigate, we are going to operate by 

the Compass as we navigate life. While no metaphor is perfect, the concept of a compass is 
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helpful. As those who follow Jesus, our Compass is made up of the Marks of a Disciple. These 

are the Marks of a Christlike Disciple:  

• Know God in Worship: The Center-point of the compass, the lynchpin, the tack that holds 

the needle. Everything we do flows from our worship of God. Worship is at the heart of 

who we are, both as individuals and as a community of believers. Life is lived in worship. 

Without worship there is no Compass. 

• Grow Up in Discipleship: The North Point of the Compass. As disciples we are called to 

continue to grow in our faith. This is the north point of the compass as it exemplifies our 

relationship with God, a continual desire to know Him more, to trust Him more, to love Him 

more. 

• Show Love in Relationship: The East Point of the Compass. Loving others is a lateral 

point on the compass as it is about showing the love of Christ to other people. We are to 

be a people known by our love for one another and our love for the Lord. 

• Sow Seeds of Partnership: The South point of the Compass. Sowing seeds of 

partnership means partnering with God and with his church to sow seeds for the Kingdom 

of God through Prayer, Evangelism, and Giving. 

• Go Out in Citizenship: The West point of the Compass. We are called to serve others, 

both within and outside of the church. Being a good “Kingdom Citizen” means we 

participate in acts of charity and compassion, and in a general sense, live as good citizens 

of our community and country. 

These Marks of a disciple are not a prescription – it’s not a program. But a general Description of 

what a Christlike disciple looks like, how a Christlike disciple lives. This will give us a foundation 

on which to build ministry and to minister from. It also provides a guide for the discipleship 

process as we grow, and as we disciple others. So, what does this look like in this context, here 

at Morgan Church of the Nazarene?  Well, we are going to find out, and we are going to do it 

together. 

 

Conclusion: 

 As we enter this new church year, with a newly elected board, new officers, uncertain 

circumstances at present, and still a new relationship between pastor and congregation, I would 

ask that we each make these 3 commitments. 

1) Pray – For our church. For the Community. For ourselves. 

2) Listen – To God. To the church. To the community. 

3) Be Gracious – That we might extend the same grace to one another that God extends to 

us. That we would bear with one another in love. That means, that we put up with one 

another with the love of Christ.  

 

Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel.  

God is still at work in and among us.  

Let us be faithful to our mission of making Christlike Disciples. 

All to the praise and glory of God. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Reverend Kent Davenport. 

 





Faith Promise Spending

5/1/2019 Through 4/24/2020

75.05%NMI Expense:World Evangelism Fund

14.67%Local Benevolence

4.490%NMI Expense:Compassionate Ministries

2.245%NMI Expense:Missionary Health Care

1.347%NMI Expense:Missionary Christmas Fund

1.238%NMI Expense:Faith Promise Expenses

0.958%NMI Expense:Books

$11,134.62Total



 

 

 

The just ended fiscal year gives evidence of God’s faithfulness to Morgan Church of the 
Nazarene.  Even though our income was down in almost every area, we were able to end the 
year with an operating surplus of almost eight thousand dollars, all bills and budgets paid 
current and a small increase in our checking account balance. 
Faith Promise giving was down more than four thousand dollars from the previous year, yet we 
were able to meet our goals for support of NMI and local benevolence giving. 
 
Looking ahead to the new fiscal year, we are in uncertain times, yet I remain confident that we 
will be able to continue our ministries and functions much as we are accustomed to.  The 
church board has adopted what we believe is a workable budget and many of our 
congregation are continuing to give generously to God’s work at Morgan Nazarene.  Donations 
received in the past few weeks since the beginning of the Covid-19 shutdown have been 
adequate to meet our needs.  
 
In early April, we were made aware that the CARES act provided non-profit organizations, and 
specifically, churches with the opportunity to apply for funds to assist with payroll expenses.  
The District and General Churches of the Nazarene encouraged local churches to apply for 
these funds.  On April 14, the Board met in special session and voted unanimously to apply for 
this program. Our application was accepted and we have received funds to cover the costs of 
our payroll for an eight week period. 
 
God is good!! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Goss 



Buildings/Grounds 2019-2020 Annual Report 

 

The committee has been primarily focused on general maintenance of the church with 

very few big projects being completed within the Church Calendar Year.  The committee 

was slowed by a large transition period without a pastor.  The general maintenance 

things handled included issues with the refrigerator, backflow repair, electrical covers 

and various other items.   

● Major Improvement Slated for Next Year Approved by the Board 

o Installation of 2 doors (Gym Door, Back Door of Church) 

o Rekeying of All Church Doors 

● Major Items that will need to be addressed in new church year.  

o Gym Lighting (Currently have 2 lights not working in the gym) 

o Sink in upstairs bathroom coming unattached from wall 

o Purchase of a new refrigerator as the old one has an internal leak of 

refrigerant that no one can repair.   

The Buildings/Grounds Committee has been a reach as I do not possess the knowledge 

to fix or repair items inside and outside of the building.  I am grateful for each and every 

person that has given up their time to complete the small repairs around the church.  I 

want to say thank you to Blake Berry for handling a lot of small things in the past several 

months.  We appreciate his service to Morgan Church of the Nazarene. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mike Lapp   



Church Life 2019-2020 Annual Report 

The Church Life committee has been responsible for the care and wellbeing of church 
fellowships events, engaging with other leaders on effective outreach ministries and 
being an inviting entity for church members and visitors.  

The highlights of this church year have been  

• Providing stabilizing activities during our most recent pastoral transition,  

• Working closely with our Children’s Director to continue outreach in our 
community and successfully completing several church events including church 
congregational dinners.   

• The committee has also worked closely with the Pastor in identifying past events 
and preparing for events in the future.  

The most fulfilling thing this year has been working on events that brought the church 
congregation together with our interim pastor and assisting with events that were 
integral as we engaged and introduced our new pastor and his family.  When we can be 
the hands and feet of Christ during these times it has brought out the absolute best in 
people.  Our mission above all is helping our Church Body come together and be faithful 
in following how God is leading our church into the future. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lisa Northrup 



NMI Annual Report 2019-2020 
Global Missions 
 
We did have: 
Book sets and some readers. 
Monthly children's missionary service  
Children's district missionary project (through VBS offering) 
Memorial Roll Dwaine Gibson  
 
 
Faith Promise weekend was scheduled for April 5, 2020. Our guest missionary was 
Heidi Bowes.  Our plan was to have an informal meeting on Saturday evening with 
activities focused on learning facts about Switzerland, where Heidi is serving. Heidi was 
also going to share pictures and stories from her experiences. On Sunday, we were 
going to emphasize Faith Promise. After Heidi's sharing her flute, piano playing, and 
speaking, we had planned to receive our Faith Promise commitments.  Our Faith 
Promise goal for 2020 -2021 was/is ($10,000).  Our weekend plans changed, but our 
goal to support missions remains the same. 
 
Giving:   
 Child Sponsorship:  $870 
 World Evangelism:  $9,156  
 World Mission Broadcast:  $100 
 Local Benevolence Offering:  $1,634 
 Alabaster Offering:  $160 
 Child VBS Project: $541 
 District Benevolence: $200 
 Compassionate Ministries:  $500 
 LINKS:  $50 
 Missionary Christmas Fund:  $150 
 Missionary Health Care:  $250 
  
 
 
Respectfully, 
Martha Snider  
 



NMI 2019-2020 Annual Report  

Local Missions 

 

This year I headed the Caring and Sharing event (also known as our homeless 

outreach). We had 3 times as many "clients" as we did the year before. This year we 

really publicized the event and got more donations. We provided transportation, fed 

everyone that came through the door, offered light triage, Public assistance applications 

(that I handed in for them the next business day), & we prayed for their needs. 

Unfortunately, the storm warnings on the day of the event lowered our number of 

potential clients that were able to come in.  

I was hoping to hold another event at the end of May, but with the rules regarding 

COVID-19, it doesn't look like we will be able to.  

After the Sharing and caring event, I received quite a few calls about people in need of 

clothing, food or linens that I was able to help on a 1 to1 basis. We provided a large 

amount of clothing and most of our donated food to those in need. Not all clients were 

homeless, some were low income, and even a few families who had lost everything in 

fires.  

Another local ministry project that my husband and I headed was "Thursday Night Live" 

on Main street over the summer. We set up an information booth with info about our 

church and fireworks stand. I also had an anonymous organization in Akron donate 2 

boxes of used bibles that we also handed out. People were amazed that we were doing 

that! We gave out every bible we had to those that asked for them as well as leftover 

gifts from our church life Department. We were surprised to see the amount of people 

that we talked to on main street that actually came and visited the church and are still 

coming. 

We have loved heading these events and hope to find ways to improve our local 

outreach in hopes of ministering and helping to meet more needs of our local 

community. 

By far, this has been the most fulfilling and rewarding positions I have ever held. Being 

able to show the love of our God and comfort those in need has been a huge reward 

and has always been a passion of mine. This year I would like to start year-round 

donations such as; 1 month do canned foods, next month shoes, next month jackets, 

etc.  

Respectfully Submitted by BobbySue Schrum  

 



NYI 2019-2020 Annual Report 

NYI is responsible for growing and overseeing the youth grades 7-12.  My prayer is that 
we are growing teens that want to become more Christ-like as they learn more about 
what that means in their own lives.  We accomplish this process through planning and 
preparing Wednesday night youth group, Sunday school on Sundays and game nights 
once a month.  Relationships are built during our small group time and during 
opportunities for hanging out after and outside of church. 

Some of the big things accomplished in 2019: 

1. Sent 14 teens to camp June 2019 
2. Sent 6 teens to NYC July 2019 
3. Sent 16 teens to Power Surge November 2019 
4. Many fundraising opportunities, Rummage Sale, Buy a Mile, and monthly all 

church lunches. 

A few things that stand out from the past year that should be noted, after running a bit 
away from a small tugging, Conner had a very impactful encounter with Christ during 
camp and allowed his tugging to be moved into obedience.  Having gone quickly 
through the application and acceptance process he started at NNU in the fall of 2019.  
There is something to be said about impactful and meaningful meetings with Our 
Savior.  My own testimony stems from a similar encounter on a youth retreat.   

Another thing that stands out from the year, is that one of the speakers from the retreat 
in November had a quote that stood out to many teens, “show me your friends, and I’ll 
show you your future.”  That has led to meaningful conversations regarding friendships 
and choosing friends.  It has invited some teens to evaluate their friendships and what 
influences them in their lives. 

One final thing I’d like to highlight is that one of our junior high girls felt very strongly that 
she was supposed to write a sermon to present to our teens.  After much preparation 
and overcoming her fear she presented an awesome sermon on gossip, with much 
discussion and conversation leading from it.  

Thank you as a church body for always supporting our teens and praying for them! 

Lindsey Berry  
NYI President  

 



SDMI 2019-2020 Annual Report 

 

As the SDMI coordinator for this past year I was in charge of keeping attendance, 

putting out the weekly and monthly supplemental Sunday School material, and filling in 

or finding others to teach the various Sunday School classes. 

Some of the highlights were 

• I was a part of starting a young adult’s group that meets once a month and 

averages 10 people from all different churches. 

• White board installed in the Joy Seekers Sunday School room. 

• Helped fill in as the Preschoolers Sunday School teacher since Mrs. Ts 

departure. 

I have learned so much in this position as have been incredibly blessed to have so 

many people willing to help me along the way. I have especially enjoyed teaching the 

Preschoolers as their happy selves has been a welcome addition to my week and 

seeing them grasp different concepts has been a joy. Thank you for allowing me to 

serve in this position. 

Respectfully, 

Kali Christensen 

 



Children's Director Annual Report 2019-2020 

 

 As Children’s Director I have worked this past year on strengthening the outreach ministries that 

apply to children as well as worked to improve our Sunday children’s ministry. Below is a list of 

outreach ministries I was involved in planning/coordinating and the month in which the event took 

place. There is also a brief sentence summarizing the successes of the ministry. 

OUTREACH MINISTRY: 

JULY- *Vacation Bible School: The great success of this VBS was volunteer recruiting. I had 28 

adults and 16 teen volunteers, many of which were returning volunteers. The huge disappointment 

was our child registration was down from the year before.  

SEPTEMBER thru APRIL- *Caravan: I had several success’ with Caravan! 

 1. I had a carryover of volunteers from VBS  

 2. We also had a few VBS kids join us for Caravan 

 3. Attendance maintained and grew slightly from past years 

 4. I believe we connected with kids hearts a little more this year.  

OCTOBER- **Family Cookout: We were without a pastor at this time however we still had good 

church participation and worked to achieve the goal of strengthening relationships between 

Wednesday night families & the larger church body. 

OCTOBER- *Fall Fun Fest: Again, we were without a pastor at this time, however our foster 

pastor filled in for the evening. Despite what I believe was devils best efforts at tearing apart what 

we were working to accomplish this night, we were able to love on & care for 316 people. They 

heard the Gospel truth & experienced being a part of the family of God.  

FEBRUARY- **Dinner & Pinewood Derby: We had several successes with this event! 

1. Attendance was great! 163 

2. All Caravan kids were able to build a car. 

3. We had great support from the men in our church to help kids build their cars. 

4. We had a pastor which allowed us to reach people more intentionally. 

APRIL-** Dinner & Ice Cream Social: (Canceled) 

*Outreach ministry that is advertised to the community & open to anyone. 

** Outreach ministry designed to connect our Wednesday night families with the larger body of 

Christ.  

Children's Church: A success for this area of ministry is growing the number of adult volunteers to 

make it possible. I am still working to find a curriculum that fits our needs and strengthens our 

ability to disciple the children we have been given to disciple.   

Family Sunday: The success for this area of ministry is that we continued to provide it during a 

year that offered many challenges and transitions. I believe this ministry offers great opportunities 

for discipleship and I look forward to growing myself and this ministry in a way that will bring glory 

and honor to the Lord. 

 This year I also provided a half day Children’s Ministry Training with Kim Davis. The event was for 

all our children’s workers from the nursery through the teens. It was encouraging to have 13 



people in attendance all with incredibly positive feedback from the training. I look forward to 

offering more training in the future.  

 As I reflect over this year in children’s ministry, I realize the common theme has been volunteers. 

I am not sure what exactly that means, however, I am trusting that God is at work and I look 

forward to what He will be doing with children’s ministry in this new year. 

Stacey Fajardo 

Children’s Director  

Morgan Church of the Nazarene 

 



Annual Report – Worship Team 2019-2020 

 

It is my pleasure to report to the church and board members our 2019-2020 in review. 

The worship team has come together and tried to initiate an atmosphere of praise and 

worship to the Lord God Almighty. We have put together song lists, including a mix of 

contemporary songs with hymns, to create a mix of both the old and new for our 

congregation. Our goal is to bring all people of our congregation before the throne of 

God to consciously and without hesitation sing praises and worship to our Creator and 

Savior. 

 

• Songs are decided upon and practiced each week before service 

• Weekly staff meetings are attended to keep abreast of current matters within the 

church 

• We continue to try and serve the church and community during the pandemic by 

providing video and sound to those watching online 

 

We all genuinely enjoy the experience and responsibility of gathering before the 

footstool of God and leading our congregation in singing praises to Him. We will 

continue to be proactive in keeping God and his glory first and foremost in our priorities 

as we lead the church in worship. I am grateful to have our team members with us while 

we do so and thank those that participate both full-time and those that fill in on 

occasion. Our sound and media technicians also work at their best to maintain an ease 

of flow for our worship service, and they deserve a shout of thanks as well. We look 

forward to continuing to serve the Lord God, His church and the community with 

cheerful and giving hearts. 

Sincerely, 

Jake Fajardo – Worship Leader 
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